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May 13, 1925

Dear Mr. Wriston:

We are corresponding with committees of
trustees on selection of President for half a dozen
colle;es, including Allegheny College, Pa., Illinois
Woman's College, Ill., Lawrence College, Wisconsin,
¥nox College, Illinois, Fisk University, Temnesses, etc.

Some of the trustees of Lawrence College and
Allegheny College have had you ia mind as a possibilitye.
I should be glad to have you as a candidate for a college
presidency if you are open to consideration of such a
position, with the understanding that this would place you
under no obligation to the agency for service unless it
were clearly understood in advance, in any case: that you
authorized our nomination of you for the position, in which
case, if you accepted, you would be expected to meetthe
usual requirement of the agency of 5% of one year's salary.

Doubtless other college presidencies will
become vacant in the near future. Bishop Nicholson writes
me what I have already come to realize, that there is a
distressing dearth of available Methodist men fitted for
university presidencies.

Be assured I shall be glad to serve you if
opportunity offers. On the other hand, I should heartily
congratulate you as the son of your father if you accept
a position entirely indepdndent of us.

Sincerely yours,

( signed) Everett O. Fiske




¥r. Everett O. Fisk,
120 Boylston Oh.,
Boston, Dass.

Dear Mrs Fisk:

: I have your letder of ¥ay 13th with
rofarence Lo sollege vresidencies which are nuw waoant.
T have known for some 1itile time that inguiries were
beinpg made with reforencs to my cherachor, habits, and
%fncr&l availability in one or two gquarbers, -~ in fact in
Ligagie
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L

ecoznize the very groat assisiance you
go:id he in this matter if I were in any sense of the word
a sandidate for zuch an appointment. There in no one to
whom I would turn socmere The fach iz that I 1like my
present work so sueh and © am so ouchk atisched to “esleyan
thot I do not feel eager to meke a chanie. I hsve not
mnde amy move, feeling 4hat in all 1iklihood T wonld not
be called npon to wake the decision as to whether I ehonld
gtay bere or go elsewhsrs and whether I shonld abandon
teaching aud writing for adwi nistrative worke It wonld be,
T eonfees, a hard decision to maie, Tor T enjoy administra-
tive work very vmch when I can do it under proper conditions.

Under these circumstances you will readily
anderstand thnt T do not want 4o he an applicant for a2 posi-
tion anywhore. If the invitation shuild come, without my
secking 3%, 1 should then seb sbout the lask of balaneing
the cprortunitics for service here with the new proposals
%y decision would be in favor of &he wost which scemed to
ofPar the best hopa of aiective worke

- 1 very much appreciate your interest and
your xind words. I hope you arc roiny to he able to come
%o the instaliation of President ¥olonaughy and Lo comnence-

Very siveersly yours,
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June 26, 1926

Dear Henry:

Gled to get your letter. Your decision
is what we felt was inevitasble. I have talked with
no person who saw any other path except to take up
the task that has been offered you. It is a great
opportuni ty and those who know you believe you are
equal to it.

Your mother and I are very sorry to heve
you 80 much farther from cur home, but we hope you
can plen to spend your surmers in New England and we
shall meke a greater effort to be with you as much of
the time as possible.

It is a great satisfaction to learn that
the doctors have been unable to locate any physicel
impairment.

When are you coming down to New York?
Our address will be 1895 University Avenue, Apart-
ment #2 A. We have our reservation on the Cgnal Route
for Thursdey evening, July <.

Lots of love to all the lamlly,

/ w/ 4&“( 2 .
: tj77 L/ L«’&; _




Letter from Dr. Oll. Fisk to Dr. HeL.Wriston

Copy

Newagen, Maine,
July 8, 1925.

Dear Doctor Wriston:

I wish you would write me a recommendation of
Earl E. Harper as a man likely to do fine service as an assistant
to a college president and as a campaigner for college funds.
I am sure you know.what a fine success he has made at Auburndale
and very likely you know also of the idea of Bishop Anderson to
place him in the Epworth Church, Cambridge, as the best man in New
England Conference for a college center. His acquaintance which
is already wide, with his energy and enthusiasm, would repidly be
extended in any section of the country to which he should appeal.
It is only fair to say that one of the places I have in mind is in
lawrence College, another in Willamette University, Salem, Oregon.
Lean Naylor of lawrence and Prof. Farley I think favor having such
a man employed for that work and as the right hand man for the
President.

I note the election of your son as president of
Lawrence College. While I have no personal acquaintance with him, I
am sure from the reputation he has made at Mi“dletown he ¥will be a
first rate man for the place. Personally I have not felt like
urging any particular man for that pluce in view of Dean Naylor's
immédiate availability and my personal acquaintance with him and
especially as Professor Farley who was on the cormittse to select
a president was friendly to Naylore. But I am sure your son will be
received graciously and he will find Naylor a helfful and loyal
associate. He has been connected with the institution twenly years
or thereabouts and possibly the trustees are wise to keep him in a
position where they know his success rather than take chances
on promoting hime Naylor was the man who was associated with Dr. Hehms
about thirty-five years ago in starting his community service work in
the north end and I canvassed the firld with them for the right location.
Re He Valker of Ohio Tiesleyan and a Mr. Fisher also made up a quartet
of workers who stayed togebher for some years but all of them scattered
to other appointments except Dr. Helms when Helms came to Morgan
¥emoria 1s not

In recommending Mr. Harper you may prefer/to make
any reference either to Lawrence College or Willamette University, but
make your recommendation generals I have khow Lawrence College almost
from its beginning, several of its presidents havipg been Yesleyan
graduates. Dr. Cook was my principal at Wilbrahem and whexe Dr. Steele
who later became principal of Wilbraham and whose niece became my
first wife. - Or. Gallagher who was my fellow student at Middletown,
Dr. Raymond who resigned Lawrence to accept the presidency of lMiddletown,
and Dr. Plantz who has been president a quarter of a century or more,
I think the longest record of any man in the history of the college.
Prof. Henry Lummis one of the great scholars of New England left
lassachusetts for lawrence perhaps forty years ago and spent twemty
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Copy of .
Letter from Dr. Fisk to Dr. Henry L. Viriston July 8, 1925.

years or more as head of the classical departmentes

Excuse pe for sending you so long a letter. I presume you
are in New “ork but I send this to 581 Boylston Street feeling sure
this will reach you with very little deldy.

With love,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Everett O. Fiske
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