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America’s Oldest

FAITH IN DEMOCRACY

By HENRY M. WRISTON, President, Bidwn University

This Is the first of a serles of guest
edttortals  writlen by promiuent e
Americans on questions of vital un-
purtanee 1o all ctizens in these
critical tiunes.—Ed,

HERE. is no question that
the public s concerned
avout the Inture of democracy.
Ay thesis is that its lale de-
pends upon an abuiding Guth in
ourselves, a sane approacn to
life and its realiltes, a rencwed
deternnnation to make our furm
of governinent more clicclive,
Representing as 11 does, and
as by ils very nalure 1t must,
an ideal rather than a status,
any deseription ‘of the current
position ol democracy is al-
ways disheartening.  (he prac-
tices of demoeracy are never
fully in accord with its profes-
=stons, because as practices -
prove, the adeal Jeaps  yet
turther a! . The eyes of
democracy  must. always  be
fixed forward on some dis-
tant goal.
You can go back and find men
wrinvine their hands over the

end uf democracy as carly as

Henry M. Wriston

the "‘"-‘" "' 'I'l_nymus Jl'“ljl’-.\lm. Barn in Laramic, Il yoming, Dr. V' riston has
and you can tind them wWeing- o0 pe old Greeley formula of “Go I est,

ing theic hands ever since. A

young man.” His first major teaching jobh 1:us in

remotable knowledge of his- . Ripon Colleye, in I isconsin, and after several

tory and a modicum of humor

“forays in Eastern educational circles, he Gecame

R;'" r','"""," .hl "_""'h"c"llc (e president of Lawrence Cullege, at A ppleton, 11 is-
b eerisiy 18 f0gay, '_r‘r“ ““f consin, in 19235, He remained there 12 years. then
cen many others, if not o accepted an invitation to become president of Brown

equal intensity, ""'","!h"'l"“ of University in Providence. Rhade Island. . qares-
great intensity. - Crities of de- - dynamic, and with an atiractive personality,
mocracy have procecled upon — po 4 icon imparts an inspirational character to

the fallacious assumption that a0 00 und spoken word.

specifie fmlures were due to in-

herent weaknesses in the democratic
proces ither than inefleclive instru-
mentalitic
measured the achievements of democ-
racy against utopian perfection instead
of standards applicable to a real world.

Any idea such as defense, which
implies @ fixed position or a static
program, - is always wholly inappli-
cable to democracy. Conscequently, al-
temipts lo defend democeracy are cer-
tain to fail. Defensive thought about
democracy,  translated - into  action,
takes formms which limit freedom and
supplant justice with safety as an ideal.
Once set safely rather than freedom as
the goal, then democracy itself is de-
stroyed; the foundations are gone. In
short, once democracy is put upon the
defensive it is lost; only when it
emphasizes its positive aspects, such
as freedom and justice, can it pos-
sibly live.

Democriacy will not be strengthened
by mouthing slogans about it, but only
by doing those things which make de-
mocracy credible and real.  Men say
we must make democracy work. That
is an absurdity. Democracy is an idea.
The word is but an abstract term

-

s or leadership., They have

which stands as the symbol of an idea.
A word, a symbol cannot work. Only
men can work.,  If we would support
democracy, we must lay aside argu-
ments and f s amnd learn to vutwork
the totalitarians.  We must  make
sacrifices or be sacrificed, and the re-
wards of voluntary sacritice are great,
We must justify freedom by the use
we make of it .

We can work effectively only when
our labor represents a great aftirma-
tion of the reality and the signiticance
of the ideas and the ideals which acti-
vile us. [ is high lime to cease carp-
ing about the weaknesses and the
shortcomings and the failures of de-
mocracy, and with penitent hearts
recognize that they stem from our own
lack of faith and courage and indus-
try and devotion to a superb-ideal.  If
democracy is to regain the triumphant
note characteristic of the Amcrican
tradition. that viclory will be the re-
flection of acts of faith on the part of
people who still believe in the indi-
vitlual, in his infinite worth, in the
infinite riches that come from his self-
expression.
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