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FAITH IN DEMOCRACY
By HENRY M. WRISTON, President, Brown University

This is the first of a series of guest
editorials,	 written	 by 	 prominent
Americans on questions of VIVO im-
portance	 an citizens in tile,:critical

There
 is no question that

the public is concerned
about the i g nore of democracy.
3Iythcsi is 111:I1 its late de-
pends upon an :Milling faith in
ourselves, 0 sane a [liftmen to
life and i ts realities, a
determination to make our form
of 141,Vertimunt more

Itepresentiog as I I does, and
as by its very nature it 11111,1,

au ideal rather than a status,
any description of the current
position tit democracy is al-
ways disheartening. the prac-
tices of democracy are neVer
full y ill :11:011 - ll Willi its prid•s-

•51011s, because ;is practices im-
prove, the ideal leaps yel
lurlhcr ahead. 'the eyes of
deinocrary must. always be
fixed for.. and on some dis-
tant goal.

You can go back and fund men
verineim. tin-1r	 "vvr II..•

end of democracy as early as
the days of Thomas Jefferson,
and )on can find them wring-
ing (lien- bands ever since. .1
reasonable kitti55 ledge or his-
tory and a modicum of humor
will remind us !hat, acute ;Is

the crisis is today, there have
been inany others, if not of
equal intensity, nonetheless of
great iiitensii n . Critics of de-
nmeracy 11:1%t . 11/111 • 1 . 1,11 . 11 spun

the fallacious	 Mat
specific failures were due to in-
herent weaknesses in the democratic
process. rattier than ineffective instru-
mentalities or leadership. They have
measured the achievements of democ-
racy against utopian perfection instead
of standard ...applicable to a real world.

Ally idea such as defense, which
implies a lised position or a static
program. is always wholly inappli-
cable In flinurracy. Consequentl y , at-
tempts to defend democracy are cer-
tain In fail. liefensive thought about
democracy. translated lain
takes forms which limit freedom and
supplant justice willi safety as an ideal.
Once set safety rather than freedom as
the goal, then democracy itself is de-
stroyed; the foundations are gone. In
short, once democracy is put upon the
defensive it is lost; only when it
emphasizes its positive aspects, such
as freedom and justice, can it pos-
sibly-live.

Democracy will not be strengthened
by mouthing slogans about it, but only
by doing those thin gs which make de-
tnocracy credible and real. Men say
we must make democracy work. 'That
is an absurdity. Democracy is an idea.
The word is but an abstract tern

1lorn in Laramie. fry-outing.	 Wriston has
ret cried the old Greeley formula of - Co f1-est.
swim,/ man. •  11 is itch major Narking yob tt.'oil

the Ripon (:ollroe, in 11...tseoartn, and after lett-rat

	

loca t e in Lailern edueational	 les. he tremor
president of 1.awrenee College, at .1ppleton. 11 - is-
eorysta, in 1925. 11e remained there 12 years. then
neerpted rill ifirtialVill to b(0,1Ill plYsItiril 1 of 1;ro•n
University in Providence. Rhode Island. .1qares-
sive, dynamic, and with an attractive per. n milli y,
1)r. Irritton imparts an in I plrational &JIG." ifr to
the written and spoken word.

which stands as the symbol of :III idea.
A word, a symbol cannot work.
men eau work. if we would ...import
dermieracy, we lutist lay aside argu-
m • nts and fears and learn to outwork
the totalitarians. We most make
sacrifices or be sacrificed, and Ow re- -
wards of voluntary sacrifice are great.
%Ye :mist justify freedom by the use
we make of it.

Wi' can work effectively only when
our labor represents a great allirina-
lmo id the reality an./ the significance
of the ideas and the ideals which acti-
vate us. It is high lime lo cease carp-
ing about t he weaknesses :mil the
shortcoming, and the failures of de-
mocracy, and with penitent hearts
recognize that they stem from our own
lack of faith and courage and indus-
try and devotion to a superb ideal. If
democracy is to regain the triumphant
note characteristic of the Anivriean
tradition, that victory will lie the re-
flection of acts of faith on the part of
people who still believe in the indi-
vidual, in his infinite worth, in the
infinite riches that come front his self-
expression.

Henry M. W•ition
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