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PINION AND COMMENTARY

The scandalous Form 1040

Income tax time invites rage. To be con-

structive anger should spark a concerted de--

mand for fundamental reform. No thousand-
page “amendment’ will do; it only makes the
taxpayer more frustrated. No draftsman can
write so large a volume without providing
many “loopholes.”

The demand should be for clarity. The bill
should raise taxes and avoid attempts at social
engineering, which belongs, if anywhere, in
separate legislation. The present law has so
many purposes, some incongruous with others,
that it makes the constructs of the late Rube
Goldberg seem models of simplicity and ele-
gance of design. In its present form the income
tax law shows Congress to be the enemy of
thrift, generosity, common sense and even
good morals. It is as though Congress had pur-
posely incorporated into law_ some of the
widely advertised bad habits of certain- mem-
bers. .

There is no excuse for a statute so long and
so complex that its purported authors cannot
expound it. Millions watching TV heard the di-
rector of the Internal Revenue Service admit
that some passages were obscure to him. And
the chairman of one of the responsible com-
mittees conceded that he found a passage he
could not recall approving.

- Most citizens are ready to render unto Cae-
sar that which bears his image and super-
scription. We have a right, indeed a duty, to
denounce a quagmire of needlessly involved re-
quirements which expose us to penalties for
perjury, for lateness and other entrapments. It
is intolerable, moreover, to face a law which
virtually requires a retired teacher to employ

. a lawyer, an accountant, a banker or a wizard
. — or a team of them, to guide him through a
' legal maze so complex that even experts -get

confused. I have paid penalties for “‘errors”
when I felt sure the IRS auditors were as
likely to be wrong as my own experts were
said to have been. The needless cost to the tax-

payer arising from poor congressional drafts-
manship is an unreasonable burden on the in-
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nocent. It is an added impost which arises
from no fault of the citizen but from care-
lessness on the part of Congress.

The President of the United States told the
senators and representatives in joint session
assembled that, on the average, they each cost
a miilion dollars a year for salary, staff, pen-
sion and other expenses. At that heavy price it
is insufferable to have Congress enact a stat-
ute which confuses the taxpayer and endows
an ever growing bureaucracy as well as a gen-
eration of lawyers, et al, who make a living out
of penetrating obscurity.

Senators blather about the aged ad nauseam.
“Senior citizens,” they proclaim, must be
treated with compassion. I am one of the aged
who consider the scandalous stimulation of in-
flation by acts of Congress a heavy, needless
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burden upon those of us who are retired.
Added to the weight of taxation it is unendu-
rable. What we need is a law which we can
read, understand, and obey at no extra cost gc-
casioned by the ineptitude of costly Job's coun-
selors in Washington.

While imposing unnecessary punishment
upon the hapless citizen, Congress wonders
why it is not held in high esteem. How can the
public have confidence in legislators who turn
out volumes of sticky flypaper and call the
mess law? Each member took an oath to “‘per-
form to the best of my ability.” Then they
enact a tax statute that make a mockery of
their oath. If that law is the best they can do
they should all resign forthwith. At an annual
cost of a miilion dollars apiece we have a right
to demand clarity of language, readable prose.
No senator can stand in his place (among the
six or eight colleagues who normally attend)

and assert he has met that elementary test. No
representative  (between  Tuesday  and
Thursday, his normal week) can say “under
penalty of perjury” that he has even tried to
meet that modest obligation. No one who voted
for this convoluted abomination can pretend he
tried to be clear. Whatever else he had in
mind, convenience of the taxpayer was not on
the list.

The Congress voted a premium on immoral-
ity. President Carter, speaking in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, made the offhand com-
ment that some in his audience were living in

. sin. That quaint expression clearly puzzled his

hearers. When he clarified it by suggesting
that those who were so living should get mar-
ried, the response was laughter. Did not the
President know that. by congressional ukase,
marriage would result in a tax penalty? That
was part of a “reform” bill. It was made the
law of the land by a Congress which, in ex-
change for “30 pieces of silver” they were too
craven to vote themselves, is now taking an
exceedingly elementary course in ‘‘ethics,”
and making heavy weather of it.

Finally, consider the cost of this legislative
monstrosity. It calls to mind a passage in the
Declaration of Independence; he ‘‘has erected
a multitude of New Offices and sent hither
swarms of officers to harass our people and
eat out their substance.” The sheer bureau-
cratic cost of administering this atrocious ca-
ricature of “a government of laws, not of
men” boggles the mind. When to this first cost
is added the time and effort of the taxpayer,
his aides, and then the auditors, the cost of
obedience to law is staggering.

The President characterized this law as a
scandal. Too long we have submitted tc tax-
ation without lucidity. It is time for Congress
to write a statute an honest citizen can under-
stand. .

Dr. Wriston is President Emeritus of
Broum University.
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